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Synopsis

Volume 1 of The Annotated Luther series contains writings that defined the roots of reform set in
motion by Martin Luther, beginning with the 95 Theses (1517) through The Freedom of a Christian
(1520). Included are treatises, letters, and sermons written from 1517&#x96;1520, which set the
framework for key themes in all of Luther’s later works. Also included are documents that reveal
Luther’s earliest confrontations with Rome and his defense of views and perspectives that led to his
excommunication by Leo X in 1520.These documents display a Luther grounded in late medieval
theology and its peculiar issues, trained in the latest humanist methods of the Renaissance, and,
most especially, showing sensitivity toward the pastoral consequences for theological positions and
church practice.Each volume in The Annotated Luther series contains new introductions, as well as
annotations, illustrations, and notes to help shed light on Luther’s context and interpret his writings
for today. The translations of Luther’s writings include updates of Luther's Works, American Edition

or entirely new translations of Luther's German or Latin writings.
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Customer Reviews

"This exciting Annotated Luther series from Fortress Press comes out at a very important moment.
Lutherans worldwide anticipate the commemoration of five hundred years of the reformation in
2017. | just came from a conference of Asian Lutheran theologians where various Luther reception

processes have been established to cater for Sunday school children to seminary professors. In



many parts of the global south where the churches are growing, there is growing desire to
encounter the reformer in as direct ways as is possible. The Annotated Luther series will facilitate
easy access to Luther, especially for those who could not do so in the German or Latin. This will be
a great resource likely to be translated into many vernacular languages." --Kenneth Mtata, The
Lutheran World Federation"The Annotated Luther series represents a finely crafted synthesis
between readable primary texts and some of the best secondary scholarship. A superb editorial
team, under the leadership of Hillerbrand, Stjerna, and Wengert, has made seventy-five selections,
ranging from major treatises to sermons and letters, and beautifully laid these out in six volumes,
together with state-of-the-art analyses and explanatory notes. Luther the theologian, the biblical
interpreter, the pastor, the social/political thinker&#x97;all are given their due, and the resulting
multidimensional portrait combines balance with a newly sharpened focus. In sum, a signal
achievement." --Denis R. Janz, Loyola University New Orleans"In the introduction, the editor
Timothy Wengert again shows why he is one of the premier Reformation scholars of our generation
when it comes to communicating the historical significance and pastoral value of Luther’s writings.
Both he and the other editors of Luther’s writings do an outstanding job of providing helpful
introductions (beyond a paragraph or two that barely scratches the surface), explanatory
annotations, and maps. The layout of the volume deserves special mention for the way that it draws
the reader into the text. In brief, this volume will be indispensable to anyone who wishes to
understand better the early writings of the reformer, Martin Luther!" --Charles P. Arand, Concordia

Seminary, St. Louis

Timothy J. Wengert is the Emeritus Ministerium of Pennsylvania Professor of Church History at the
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. He has authored or edited twenty books, including
The Book of Concord (Augsburg Fortress, 2000, coedited with Robert Kolb) and has written over
one hundred articles. He received the Melanchthon Prize from the city of Bretten, Germany
(Melanchthon’s birthplace), for contributions to the field of Reformation scholarship. His most recent
publications are Defending Faith: Lutheran Responses to Andreas Osiander’s Doctrine of

Justification (2012) and Reading the Bible with Martin Luther (2013).

Thank you, Fortress Press, for your series, The Annotated Luther. In particular, | appreciate vol. 1,
which discusses Luther’'s Heidelberg Disputation. The notes on this work (by Dennis Bielfeldt) are
invaluable... | don’t know of anything else available that is so concisely helpful. Thank you for

publishing this work and series. | heartily recommend this book for students and professors, as well



as lay people who are avid students of Luther and the Reformation.

An amazing series! | am deep into volume 1. To learn what | thought | knew is a humbling thing! |

expect great things from the whole series.

Excellent book, needed it for a class. Fine service also.

These are clear, concise translations, with informative notes. | appreciate the grouping of the
subjects which makes it easy to trace the line of thought or see the development of an idea. These
will be invaluable tools in preparing adult forum material for celebrating the Reformation and

highlighting the prominent themes of Luther’s theology. | look forward to other volumes in the series.

Fascinating information and easy for a layman (non theologian) to comprehend.
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